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Welcome and Featured Speaker: Christopher Woodin 
8:15am-10:15am 
"Learning to Read, the Great Debate—Restaged in Math Class”  
Christopher Woodin will demonstrate how a student with dyslexia who is 
confused by typical math instruction can excel when instructed in a way that 
always shows the big picture first, uses visual-spatial images, and directly 
examines how the parts are connected to the whole. Number sense is 
developed by establishing a robust understanding of quantities so that their 
values may be compared.  The methodology to be presented enables such 
comparison by limiting demands on language processing, working memory, 
and executive function skills. Experiential, gross-motor activities provide a 
powerful approach to interact with recognizable whole-to-part visual 
models.  Students develop language skills necessary to describe math concepts 
and relationships as they perceive and process them. Simply put, students take 
patterns apart, then reassemble them while describing the process. Various 
games and activities involving both fine and gross motor skills will be 
demonstrated, and supported with free online materials. 

 Christopher Woodin, Mathematics Department Head, Landmark 

Elementary/Middle School,  Manchester, MA 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

TARGET SUBJECT/AUDIENCE STRANDS 
 

Target Subject/Audience  Session Numbers 
General Education Teachers 
(GE) 

1, 2, 3, 4, Wednesday Workshop, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, Thursday Workshop, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 

Special Education Teachers 
(SE) 

ALL 

Reading Specialists (R) 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
Thursday Workshop, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 
26 

Administrators (A) 
 

6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 14, 17, Thursday Workshop, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 24, 26 

Speech Language Pathologists 
(SLP) 
 

5, 6, 7,  9, 11, 12, 14, 16, Thursday Workshop, 
18, 20, 22, 24, 26 

Psychologists/Psychotherapists 
(PSY) 

5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 14, 15, Thursday Workshop, 18, 
20, 22, 26 

Occupational Therapists (OT) 
 

 5, 6, 11, 12, 14, 20, 22, 26 

Social Workers (SW) 
 

 6, 12, 14, 15, 20, 22, 26 

Parents (P) 
 

5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, Thursday 
Workshop, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26 

Primary Grades (PG) 
 

2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
24, 25, 26 

Middle School (MS) 
 

2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 20, 21, 
22, 24, 25, 26 

Secondary/Post-Secondary 
(HS+) 
 

3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 20, 22, 
23, 24, 26 

Adults with Dyslexia (AD) 
 

5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, Thursday Workshop, 20, 
21, 26 

Math (M) 
 

1, Wednesday Workshop, 6, 12, 14, 17, 20, 26 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY SESSION I: 10:30am to 11:45am 
  

1. “Practical Demonstrations of Therapies that Develop Numeracy” 
Learning and memory research tells us that multi-sensory integration is absolutely vital for children who 
have learning difficulties, as well as the best way to teach all students. Watch and participate in some 
experiential, gross-motor activities by interacting with recognizable whole-to-part visual models.  Learn 
strategies that develop language skills necessary to describe math concepts and relationships as students 
perceive and process them. Various games and activities involving both fine and gross motor skills will be 
demonstrated, and supported with free online materials. 
 Target Audience: GE, SE, M 

 Christopher Woodin, Math Department Head, Landmark Elementary/Middle School, Manchester, 

MA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WEDNESDAY WORKSHOP: 
 
“Best Graphic Organizers to Teach Math Facts & Procedures” 
  
NOTE: THIS WORKSHOP WILL RUN FROM 12:45 PM UNTIL 3:30 PM (SESSIONS II & III) 
AND PARTICIPANTS WILL BE CHARGED AN ADDITIONAL FEE OF $60.   
 
 
Graphic organizers are powerful math teaching tools that can support students’ working 
memory, executive function, or language-based processes. The best diagrams provide a way to 
see component parts within the organized context of a whole fact or process. Prompts to toggle 
focus between these elements direct the proper sequence of perception and expression. A 
variety of whole-to-part graphic organizers will be presented that model whole number and 
fraction concepts and procedures, word problems, equations, proportions and more. Practical 
demonstrations will model multimodal techniques that engage students to interact with 
diagrams to prompt facts or procedural sequences. 
 Target Audience: GE, SE, M 

 Christopher Woodin, Mathematics Department Head, Landmark Elementary/Middle 

School, Manchester, MA 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
2. “Focused Oral Reading Practice: A New Approach to Fluency Instruction” 

Fluency programs are often considered the “solution” for struggling readers. This interactive session 
examines underlying skills necessary for fluent reading and provides a simple research-based framework 
for (1) determining which students need fluency, (2) developing instruction to meet individual needs, 
and (3) assessing growth. The new method includes focusing on accuracy before turning to rate.  Prosody 
can also be addressed with the new model.  The outcome of the new model for oral reading practice is 
that students read with appropriate accuracy and rate the first time they attempt a passage.  Participants 
receive tracking charts to use with the new model of oral reading practice. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, PG, MS 

 Linda Farrell, Founding Partner, Readsters, Alexandria, VA 
 

  
 
 

 
3. “Study Skills: Strategies to Support Executive Function” 
This presentation provides educators with an understanding of components of study skills, which include 
the management of materials, time, and information. We will explore the importance of developing 
strong study skills in order to achieve goals and overall academic proficiency, particularly for students 
with a language-based learning disability and executive function deficits. Finally, we will review a variety 
of practical instructional strategies to support students’ effective management of time, materials, and 
information. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, MS, HS+ 

 Katie Chhu, Admission Counselor, Landmark School, Pride’s Crossing, MA 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. “Teaching is Building Memory: Creating Effective Literacy Instruction” 

To learn is to create a long-term memory.  Neuroscience tells there are two main types of long-term 
memory: procedural memory and explicit or declarative memory, and that working memory is part of 
creating long-term memory.  Understanding how reading relates to the two types of long-term memory 
can help us teach reading more effectively.  In this session, we review what we know about memory and 
learning, and we relate this knowledge to the Simple View of Reading and the Common Core State 
Standards.  We examine how instruction should vary when teaching to develop procedural memory as 
opposed to teaching to develop declarative memory, and we discuss specific instructional methods that 
are suited for developing each kind of memory. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, PG 

 Michael Hunter, Founding Partner, Readsters, Alexandria, VA 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY SESSION II: 12:45pm to 2:00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
5. “Memorizing Math Facts is a Language Task – Let’s Change it!” 
Many students with dyslexia and language impairment suffer as they try to memorize their math facts of 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. These students then struggle with math for the rest of 
their education as their retrieval of these math facts is slow and inaccurate.  fMRI studies in fact show 
that memorizing math facts lights up the language area of the brain instead of more commonly associated 
math regions of the brain.  The pain of learning math facts can be so great that many students give up and 
simply say, “I’m bad at math!”, even if they have underlying math aptitude.  When students are given flash 
cards to memorize math facts, they often guess and practice incorrectly over and over.  This presentation 
will teach parents and teachers how to help their students learn their math facts in a systematic, error-
free and pain-free manner that helps them deeply understand the underlying concepts of math. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, SLP, PSY, OT, P, M, PG, MS, HS+, AD 

 Karen Tzanetopoulos, Speech Language Pathologist, Winnetka, IL 
 
 
 
 
6. “iOS Apps, Google Chrome Extensions and Built-In Accessibility Features for Dyslexia” 
As 1:1 initiatives roll out across many districts, students have found that reading text on a computer 
screen is a much different experience. This session will introduce iOS applications and Google Chrome 
Extensions that may serve to allow increased access and bridge the achievement gap for reading and 
writing tasks.  
Target Audience: ALL 

 Erin Ballman, Des Plaines CCSD 62 Assistive Technology Facilitator/AAC Specialist, Des Plaines, IL 
 Erin Ross, Glenview School District #34 Assistive Technology Facilitator Glenview, IL 

 
 
 
 
 
7. “Legal Issues in Dyslexia and Other Learning Disabilities—A Special Education Overview” 
Understanding and navigating the special education process can be overwhelming. During our 
presentation we will discuss some of the fundamental rights that are provided to students with 
disabilities. We will review the special education laws and regulations and how they support students 
with dyslexia and learning disabilities. We will also review decisional case law by courts and 
administrative law judges that provide insight into how to support students appropriately. We will also 
dissect the IEP document and discuss what is required substantively for students with learning 
disabilities. 
 Target Audience: SE, R, A, SLP, PSY, P, PG, MS, HS+   

 Neal Takiff, JD, Attorney at Whitted Takiff LLC, prior Associate Professor, Northbrook, IL 



 Debby Weiss, JD, Attorney at Whitted Takiff, LLC, Northbrook, IL 

 
 

WEDNESDAY SESSION III: 2:15pm to 3:30pm 
 

 
 
 
8. “The Essentials of Math Literacy: Preparing Diverse Learners for Math in the Real World”  
The importance of mathematics is undervalued when preparing all student learners for college and 
beyond. In this research-based presentation, the presenter will discuss the importance in preparing 
students for mathematical literacy used in various fields and will focus on how the development of 
mathematical literacy is important for all learners, including those with learning disabilities. The 
presentation plans to address the current issues in preparing students for their future roles, such as 
college and career choices, in regards to mathematical competency. A discussion of standardization and 
preparation for college and career will help to understand the connection of success through the 
development of math literacy. The presenter plans to share research that explains how students with 
learning disabilities, such as dyslexia, may need additional support to develop their overall thinking and 
math literacy. Helping these students develop their math literacy can lead to greater success in future 
roles, such as college or career choices, that may involve mathematical thinking. The presenter plans to 
share curriculum adjustments for all student skills, including helping those with mathematical learning 
differences and/or math anxiety, to make mathematics more accessible for all student learners. The 
presenter also plans to share how challenges in reading are linked to difficulty in mathematical thinking 
Mathematics for workplace, career, and life is given importance as the presenter help educators 
understand the potential benefits to help students develop mathematical literacy.  
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, P, PG, MS, HS+  

 Ravi Anil Shah,  Head of Math Department, Wolcott School, Chicago, IL 
 

 
 
 
9. “Empower the Learner with Dyslexia to Acquire a Digital Voice” 
Learn about the technological tools that give voices a digital platform.  So often the student who does not 
raise a hand is drowned out.  Using technology to give each student a voice is empowering!  Learn about 
the latest tools that make digital and paper-based materials accessible to all and that provide a voice for 
every learner. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, A, SLP, P, PG, MS, HS+, AD 

 Nanci Shepardson, Senior Educational Technologist, Wilson Language Training, Oxford, MA  
 

 
 
10. “Soaring: Dynamic Reading Interventions for Dyslexic Learners” 
The purpose of this interactive session is to offer the participants practical support and explicit examples 
of dynamic reading interventions that stimulate students’ reading interest and content-area learning. The 
presentation will provide a user-friendly model that spotlights intervention strategies that helps the 
dyslexic learner to soar by linking standard-based learning and curriculum-based content-area mastery 
learning. The goal is to ensure that every student can read and explore the world through content-area 
engaged learning. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, A, P, MS, HS+, AD 



 Edyth Young, Ph.D., Reading Specialist & Intervention Coordinator, Naperville, IL 

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY SESSION IV: 3:45pm to 5:00pm 
 

11. “The Path to Success with Math Word Problems”  
The language of math is surprisingly abstract and complex, especially for children and adults with 
dyslexia.  Math word problems are often poorly written, with weak grammar and syntax, and contain 
challenging vocabulary.  Not surprisingly, students with dyslexia often experience fear and dread of math 
word problems and develop an instinct to quickly take a look at the numbers presented in a word 
problem, then start guessing how to solve it, without understanding the language or math concepts 
presented.  This presentation will provide two research-based strategies for solving math word problems 
that can help children overcome their fear, process the language, and develop a better understanding of 
the math concepts as well.  One of the more common word problem strategies used in schools is the “key 
word” strategy, yet it has been shown to be misleading and confusing for students.  The strategies 
covered in this presentation may be used from the earliest grades through higher level math classes. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, SLP, PSY, OT, P, PG, MS, HS+, AD 

 Karen Tzanetopoulos, Speech Language Pathologist, Winnetka, IL 
 
 
 
 
12. “Cool Tech Tools to Support Writing”  
Writing is a complex task that is an essential element in a student’s school day. Students are required to 
write at every grade level for a variety of reasons. Unfortunately, many of our students struggle with 
writing due to the motor demands and lack of organization. Technology is a powerful tool that can assist 
everyone in the writing process. This presentation will review a continuum of low to high technology 
tools to support writing, including tools to support writing for math. Participants will also learn how to 
look at tools through Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and Assistive Technology. This fast-paced 
training will have something for everyone! 
Target Audience: GE, SE, A, SLP, PSY, OT, SW, P, PG, MS, HS+, AD, M 

 Jennifer Skalitzky, Assistive Technology Facilitator, Infinitec, Tinley Park, IL 
 
 
 
13. “Practical Supplemental Comprehension Materials” 
Evidence-based comprehension programs are widely available. In our 17 years as private tutors to 
students with dyslexia and other learning differences, we have found a set of comprehension strategies 
and programs that are useful as a supplement to the structured literacy (explicit, systematic, 
multisensory) programs that are the foundation of our tutoring practice. We respect structured literacy 
programs, but realize the importance of finding additional materials that translate comprehension skills 
learned into successful completion of academic coursework. We will categorize the materials by the type 
of skill they address (e.g., vocabulary, inferencing, etc.) and provide a handout. Samples of the materials 
will be available for attendees to peruse. We do not endorse any one program. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, P, PG, MS, HS+ 

 Suzanne Petree, Founder, The Village Tutors, Hinsdale, IL 

 



 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019 

 
 
Announcements and Featured Speaker: Dr. Maryanne Wolf 
8:15am-10:15am 
“The Reading Brain Circuit: What It Teaches Us about Reading Development, Dyslexia, and 
Instruction” 
In this presentation, Dr. Wolf will cover knowledge from cognitive neuroscience research about how the 

reading brain provides insights into reading development, dyslexia, early prediction, and instruction. 

 Maryanne Wolf, Ed.D.,  Director, Center for Dyslexia, Diverse Learners and Social Justice, University of 
California, Los Angeles 

 
 

 
 
 

THURSDAY WORKSHOP: 
 
“Understanding Structured Word Inquiry: Reading, Vocabulary and 
Spelling Instruction” 
 
NOTE: THIS WORKSHOP WILL RUN FROM 12:45 PM UNTIL 3:30 PM (SESSIONS II & III) AND 
PARTICIPANTS WILL BE CHARGED AN ADDITIONAL FEE OF $60.  
  
This workshop will discuss structured word inquiry (SWI), including understanding the 
importance of vocabulary and spelling for supporting reading development. Orthographic concepts 
will be discussed including morphological and etymological families. English orthography makes 
sense when we understand it as the interrelationship between morphology, etymology and 
phonology. This workshop will focus on how instruction can incorporate SWI to teach orthographic 
phonology and how this type of instruction does and does not overlap with phonics instruction. 
Research will also be discussed in terms of what research does and does not tell us about phonics 
instruction, morphological instruction, and SWI. The above concepts will be revealed in this 
workshop through classroom activities completed by the participants including: using classroom 
texts as a launching pad for orthographic inquiry (SWI in reading instruction), how to construct  
a matrix from word sums, how to read and use etymological references to guide investigations 
(difference between “base” (morphology) and “root” (etymology), multi-sensory practices for 
“spelling-out-loud" and “writing-out-loud”, and using word structure in the context of word sums 
(graphemes, orthographic markers and morphemes) to facilitate orthographic understanding and 
automaticity in spelling and writing (fluency), as recommended by cognitive load theory and 
Perfetti’s (2007) Lexical Quality Hypothesis. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, A, SLP, PSY, P, AD 

  Peter Bowers, Ph.D, Literacy Consultant, founder of WordWorks Literacy Centre, Wolfe 
Island, ON Canada   

 



 
THURSDAY SESSION I: 10:30am to 11:45am 

 
 
 
 
 
14. “What the Reading Brain Teaches Us about the Impact of Technology on Reading, Critical 
Thinking, and Democracy” 
This discussion of the reading brain will focus on the less understood effects of technology through screen 
reading on deep reading.  
Target Audience: ALL 

 Maryanne Wolf, Ed.D.,  Director, Center for Dyslexia, Diverse Learners and Social Justice, University 
of California, Los Angeles, CA 

 
 

 

 

15. “Developing and Improving Executive Function Abilities with Visualization and Visuals” 
This presentation will briefly define and describe the importance of executive function skills.  Once defined, the 

presentation will explicitly identify and highlight the underlying skills, visualizing and creating visuals, that are 

needed to improve executive functioning, as well as explain how those skills impact reading and academic 

proficiency. The presentation will highlight techniques for time management and evaluation as part of the 

overall development of executive function. The presentation will provide attendees techniques and tools to 

develop executive function in their children and students. 

Target Audience: GE, SE, R, PSY, SW, P 

 Debra Zimbler Landay, Literacy Specialist, ERI Board Member 

 
 

 

 
 
 
16. "The Ins and Outs of an IEP and Best Practices in Educational Advocacy" 
An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is a written statement of the educational program designed 
to meet a child’s individual needs. Every child who receives special education services must have an IEP. 
That’s why the process of developing this vital document is of great interest and importance to educators, 
administrators, and families alike. This presentation will cover how to develop the critical parts of the IEP 
as a team, the roles and responsibilities of the team members, how to revise and strengthen IEP goals and 
accommodations, various ways to include assistive technology as a part of an IEP plan, how to ask the 
right questions at a meeting that allow partnership and communication for a successful meeting. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, SLP, P, PG, MS, HS+ 

 Shira Schwartz, Special Education Advocate, Highland Park, IL  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
17.  “Engaging Vocabulary Instruction across Disciplines for Grades 4-12”  
Vocabulary knowledge supports comprehension. Vocabulary is a key component of reading instruction as 
well as part of instruction in each discipline. In this presentation, you will learn the importance of 
vocabulary instruction as well as specific strategies to use in disciplines such as math, science, history, 
English/language arts, etc. All students, but particularly students with reading disabilities such as 
dyslexia, profit from good vocabulary instruction. Engaging vocabulary strategies can be easily and 
seamlessly incorporated into instruction in various disciplines. In this session, we will practice some 
strategies using disciplinary text vocabulary words. Vocabulary growth is extremely important for every 
academic area so come to this session if you want to add to your repertoire of ways to more effectively 
teach students how to retain the vocabulary you want them to learn. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, A, MS, HS+, M 

 M. Tara Joyce, Ed.D., Associate Professor Emerita, Saint Xavier University, Chicago, IL  
 

 

 

 

THURSDAY SESSION II: 12:45pm to 2:00pm 
 

 

 

 

18. “Harnessing iOS and Apple Creativity/Productivity Apps to Improve Accessibility” 

Students with dyslexia face barriers in accessing the curriculum in both reading and writing. In this 
session, participants will learn about features of the iOS that can improve accessibility. Participants will 
also learn ways that Apple’s Creativity apps (Garageband, Photos, iMovie) and Productivity apps (Pages, 
Numbers, Keynote) can improve accessibility. Both trainers are seasoned AT Specialists, represent 
multiple disciplines (SLP and Special Education), have administrative certification, and have experience 
training teachers with Apple. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, A, SLP, PSY 

 Anne Jacobson, Speech Language Pathologist/AT Coordinator, Maine Township D207, Park Ridge, 
IL 

 Randy Wooten, Assistive Technologist, CCSD 181, Clarendon Hills, IL 
 

 

19. “Data-Driven Decision Making: Using Data to Guide Reading Instruction and Intervention” 
Navigating the path of assessment-driven intervention can be a complicated journey. How do you select 
the appropriate assessment, analyze student data, and effectively plan meaningful interventions? This 
session will provide a glimpse into the process of using various data sources to analyze, plan, and deliver 
effective reading supports and interventions at the elementary level. Participants will consider criteria 
for interventions, the use of ongoing assessment to track and monitor student growth, and how to 
determine the effectiveness along with a continued plan for support. We will discuss resources for 
reading assessments as well as school-based interventions at varying levels.  
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, A, PG 

 Lauren El-Mofty, Director of Student Services, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Chicago, IL 
 Emily Twomey, Literacy Specialist, Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School, Chicago, IL 



 

 

 

20. “Take Flight: A Comprehensive Intervention for Students with Dyslexia” 
Take Flight: A Comprehensive Intervention for Students with Dyslexia is an Orton-Gillingham based 
curriculum developed by an interdisciplinary team of the Luke Waites Center for Dyslexia and Learning 
Disorders at Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children (TSRHC) in Dallas. It was designed specifically for 
individuals identified with dyslexia and for those individuals who have related language-based learning 
differences. The staff at TSRHC developed the curriculum with evidence-based components that 
incorporate multi-sensory teaching techniques, current research in learning theories, and discover 
teaching techniques for basic instruction in reading, writing, and spelling. Through a carefully designed 
dual lesson cycle, Take Flight addresses the National Reading Panel’s five components of effective reading 
instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and reading comprehension. An 
interactive presentation and demonstration will help participants gain an understanding of the essential 
elements of instruction in Take Flight that are necessary for students to acquire language skills 
effectively. (Product Presentation) 
 Target Audience: ALL 

 Tara Chapman, Founder of the Written Word: Center for Dyslexia and Learning, Wheaton, IL  
 
 

 
THURSDAY SESSION III: 2:15pm to 3:30pm 

 
 
21. “Eliminating High Frequency Word Errors—Designing and Making the Intervention” 
High frequency words will be defined, several shown with participants then adding to the list. Error 
patterns will be outlined, showing the impact of these errors on fluency and the resulting comprehension. 
Charts of student performance will be shared. The intervention will be modeled. The group will then 
practice the intervention in pairs. Designing effective probes will be taught. Participants will then design 
a 60-word probe and then try it out. Discussion will ensue.  (Product Presentation) 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, A, P, PG, MS, AD 

 Kenneth U. Campbell, Author, Great Leaps Reading & Math Materials, Gainesville, FL 
 
 
 

 
22. “Sensory Processing Disorder: Understanding how Sensory Impacts Learning and Behavior”  
This presentation will discuss our eight senses and how certain “behaviors” can manifest themselves as a 
result of poor integration of those senses. Participants will understand the sensory profiles of their 
students as well as their own sensory profile as a teacher, which may or may not be compatible with that 
of our students. Participants will also learn to identify signs of sensory dysfunction or behaviors that may 
be present when the sensory system is overloaded. Finally, this presentation will introduce practical 
strategies and techniques that can be implemented in the classroom. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, SLP, PSY, OT, SW, P, PG, MS, HS+  

 Angie Harisiadis, Occupational Therapist and Founder of In2Great Pediatric Therapy, Buffalo 
Grove, IL 

    
 

 



 
 
 

23. “Disclosure: Discussing Learning Disabilities in College Essays”  
This presentation highlights practices for deciding when and how to share information about identified 
learning disabilities as well as previous academic struggles within college essays. Guidelines for framing 
how experiences with significant academic challenges assisted in the development of strengths and a 
preparedness for the future will be shared. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, P, HS+ 

 Daphne Sajous-Brady, Ph.D., Head of Learning Strategies, The Wolcott School, Chicago, IL 
 Claire Walter, Head of English Department, The Wolcott School, Chicago, IL 

 
 
 
 

THURSDAY SESSION IV: 3:45pm to 5:00pm 
 
 

24. “Innovative Teaching Strategies to Enhance Academic Discourse for Every Student”  
Research has shown that it is essential that educators are knowledgeable about how students acquire 
academic language and discourse skills. This presentation provides a roadmap of how to build language 
and integrate technology resources to make these skills visible, engaging, and explicit for all learners. 
Participants will leave this session with an understanding of the current research on language 
development and how to implement research into practical application in the classroom. Participants will 
explore technological resources that support vocabulary development and expressive language and how 
to implement these tools into each learning environment. Participants will engage in activities that 
encourage purposeful discourse that makes instruction explicit and visible for all students. They will have 
a clear picture of how to implement these strategies in the classroom.  
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, A, SLP, PG, MS, HS+ 

 Siobhan Dennis, Ph.D., Director of Administrator Relations, Wilson Language Systems, Oxford, MA 
 Nanci Shepardson, Senior Educational Technologist, Wilson Language Systems, Oxford, MA 

 
 

 
25. “Systematic Instruction of High-Frequency Words: How to Capitalize on the Automatic 
Reading & Spelling of the 150 Most Common Words”  
Have you ever struggled with how to implement high-frequency word instruction in your classroom in a 
systematic and engaging way? This presentation will briefly explore why instruction around these words 
is so important, especially for students with literacy-based learning struggles, and then dive deep into 
exploring a daily 5-10 minute routine that can be easily implemented across a variety of scheduling 
constraints and class sizes. Walk away with a practical lesson plan and a tool belt of multi-sensory 
strategies that require very little prep and can be adjusted to meet the needs of your specific learning 
environment. 
Target Audience: GE, SE, R, P, PG, MS  

 Kaitlin Feriante, Co-Founder & director of Redwood Literacy, Redwood GROW, and Redwood Day 
School, Chicago, IL 

 



 
26. “What’s Happening in Springfield and Washington that Impacts Students with Dyslexia” 
Come to this session to learn about the latest state legislative and regulatory activities that are impacting 
students with dyslexia.  This session will give you a chance to gain an overview of the major issues in 
Springfield, Washington, and in the Courts that impact our students. 
Target Audience: ALL 

 Beverley Johns, Professional Fellow, MacMurray College, and Chair, Illinois Special Education 

Coalition, Jacksonville, IL 

 


